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Technical Talk - from Technical Committee Reports 

HIGHLAND FLING 20161119  
Question: In the 6th step 3rd alternative (Crossover with Shake) – 

is it one or two shakes?  

Answer: One shake - the leg lifts straight from 2nd position to 2nd 

aerial position low then hop and shake retaining the leg in 2nd aerial 

position low.  

 

SWORD DANCE 20160303 
Question: Third step. What is the height of the Pas de Basque ex-

tension in Bar 15?  

Answer: Normal height.  

 

SEANN TRIUBHAS 20161119 
Question: In the 2nd step Side Travel, how big is the circular action 

when taking the arms to 5th position for the Shake?  

Answer: This is a small circular action and depends on the width of 

the body.  

Question: In the 5th step Travelling Balance, is there a shoulder 

lead on count 4 of Bar 1 when the leg is extended to 4th Intermedi-

ate aerial position?  

Answer: Yes, there is a shoulder lead.  

Question: In the linking of steps, if dancing a step which finishes 

with a pivot and linking into a step that starts with a hop-brush-beat-

beat, does the movement start with a disassemble.  

Answer: No, the foot should be released.  

 

New Scrutineering  

Point System 

Fling, Sword and Seann Triubhas Volume 1, Issue 1, 2017 

Strathspey & Highland Reel 

STRATHSPEY 20161119 
Question: When linking a crossover step to a pas de basque, where 

does the working foot finish.  

Answer: The working foot finishes in 3rd position prior to the pas de 

basque. 

 

HIGHLAND REEL 20161119 
Question: Can the highcuts at the end of the dance be finished with 

the LF in 3rd rear aerial.  

Answer: No, the RF must finish in 3rd rear aerial to allow the dancer 

to step to the right.  

 

To remove your name from our mailing list, please email wardrope123@rogers.com . 

Questions or comments? E-mail us at wardrope123@rogers.com   

SCOTTISH LILT 20160303 
Question: Fifth Step.  

Can the Dancer use low height 

in Bourrees and normal height 

in Coupes?  

Answer: Yes  

Question: Second Step going 

into Third Step - Where does 

the second Step finish- fourth 

Intermediate aerial position or 

second aerial position low?  

Answer: Either is acceptable.  

 

DOUBLE ROUND-THE-LEG HIGHCUTS 20161119 
Question: Can the double round-the-leg highcut be danced without an 

extension when the series of highcuts is extended?  

Answer: The extension into the round-the-leg movement can be danced 

with or without extension.  If dancing a series of extended highcuts, the 

highcut following the round-the-leg movement must be extended. If a 

dancing highcuts without extension, the highcut following the round-the

-leg can be danced with or without extension.  

Question: In the 2017 championship steps, can the double round-the-

leg highcuts be danced with the same foot?  

Answer: No, one must be danced with each foot.  

Hornpipe and Irish Jig 

It was agreed this document is 

no longer required as all the 

links are contained in the new 

book.  

Any questions from lectures 

will be dealt with as necessary.  

 

The Technical Committee do 

still plan to issue an  

observations document.  

Linking of Steps 

HORNPIPE 20160918 

Question: Is the “ball change” in the “Shuffle over the Buckle” 

movement danced with elevation?  

Answer: Yes, the “ball change” is taken from tap technique and 

danced with elevation.  

Question: In the 15th step Forward Crab Walk, how many inward 

arm pulls are danced during the forward crab step. Does the arm 

finish out on the last movement.  

Answer: Yes, the arm does finish out at the end of the last move-

ment. There are 7 and ½ inward pull arm movements.  

Question: In the 15th step Forward Crab Walk, which arm should 

be used on the inward pulls?  

Answer: Either arm may be used.  

Question: Can double Round-the-Leg highcuts be danced in the 

hornpipe?  

Answer: Yes.  

SCOTTISH MEASURE 

20160303 

Question:  

Fifth Step. Can the Dancer use 

half-point or ball in the pas de 

basque following the Pas de 

Basque derriere?  

Answer: No, must be half-

point.  

BLUE BONNETS 20160303 

Question: When male dancers 

finish the first step of the Blue 

Bonnets with their arms in third 

position on the last count of the 

step, do they leave them there for 

count 1 of the second step or do 

they take them down to fifth 

before raising them to third posi-

tion on count 1 ?  

Answer: This is optional accord-

ing to the counting of the step in 

the various text books.  

PENALTIES 20161119 
Question: If the wrong arms are used in a championship what is the penalty? Is it different between do-

ing a wrong arm once and a wrong arm consistently throughout the step.  

Answer: Yes, there is a difference. If the error is danced once it should be reflected in the overall mark. 

If the error is danced consistently the dancer should be disqualified.  

Question: In the 2017 championship steps, what deduction should apply if a dancer does not dance the 2 

double round-the-leg movements in the High-cutting in the reel.  
Answer: The dancer should be disqualified.  

DRESS CODE 20161119 
Question: Are there any Pre-premier categories 

that boys do not have to wear a hat? The penal-

ties in the Constitution & Rules infer that boys 

do not have to wear a hat until intermediate.  

Answer: Boys do not have to wear a hat in Pri-

mary, Beginners and Novice categories.  

Question: What colour of hat can be worn?  

Answer: Black or coloured to match the 

dancer‟s jacket. It was queried if the hat could be 

white with coloured dice. The answer was yes. It 

was also noted that if a military dancer is com-

peting then they may wear a Glengarry hat. 

Question: What penalty should be applied for a 

dance wearing black sport shorts (longer than 

trunk length / short shorts length) under the kilt?  

Answer: As per the SOBHD Constitution & 

Rules, only in extreme circumstances of non-

compliance of the Dress Code should any pen-

alty be applied. The maximum penalty would be 

minus 5 marks.  

1st place - 137 points 

2nd place - 91 points 

3rd place - 71 points 

4th place - 53 points 

5th place - 37 points 

6th place - 23 points 

IRISH JIG 20160303 
Question: When the Donnybrook is followed by 

the Chase can only method B of Chase be used?  

Answer: Both methods of Chase can be used as 

the last Stamp would be executed without weight.  

Question: Can Body turn during Four Beat Side 

Run?  

Answer: No  

Question: Is there an extension to second aerial at 

finish of the Four Beat Side Run?  

Answer: No  

Observation from Premiership that a number of 

dancers were going from RDF to LDF when danc-

ing Bars 1 – 5 of the Donnybrook step and again 

within Bars 5 – 8.  

This is incorrect and the dancer should stay facing 

Right side or RDF during Bars 1 – 4 and  Left side 

or LDF during Bars 5 – 8. 

 

BARRACKS JOHNNY clarification 20160505 

Question: When going to or towards a position 

does this mean when it is to the position it is a 

longer more positive extension to the position and 

when it is towards it is not fully extended to the 

position? Answer: The leg should be fully ex-

tended. „To‟ means to go to the position and 

„towards‟ means going towards the position. Ex-

ample: to second position (in second position) or 

towards second position (slightly forward from 

second position).  

PREMIERSHIPS 20160303 
Question: Should there be six dancers before a 

premiership can go-ahead?  

Answer: Yes.  

 

Hornpipe Observations 20160918  
2017 Scottish National Dance Premiership steps. 

It was agreed that the only acceptable method of 

dancing the 1st step is the “Circle”. The Polka 

and Accented Rhythm methods are not accept-

able.  

PREMIERSHIPS 20160918  

Notes added to the 2017 Scottish National Dance 

Premiership Steps:  

Note 1: Current BATD, SDTA and UKA methods 

accepted in the Scottish National dances including 

Alt. Methods.  

Note 2: Male dancers‟ must use male methods 

where applicable, including arms.  

Note 3: Dances may be danced in any order, how-

ever, the order of the Steps must be followed as 

listed above.  

 

 

Constitution and Rules 2017 

Premierships 2017 

PREMIERSHIPS 20161119  

The Technical Committee requested that the Vil-

lage Maid and Blue Bonnets be danced softer. 

The pipers should be asked to slow down the 

tempo for these dances.  

A reminder that Scottish National Dance Premier-

ship dances can be danced in any order but that 

the steps must be danced in the order as set by the 

SOBHD.  

Basic Movement 


