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The Organiser 

 

1 At the outset, an individual is not an Organiser; only a formally constituted group or 

Association is recognised as an Organiser by the RSOBHD, and will be given 

permission to arrange competitions, Championships and Scottish National Dance 

Premierships.  The group may run competitions as an independent entity or as part of 

a larger event, such as Highland Games. 

The RSOBHD will not sanction Championships or Scottish National Dance 

Premierships to Organisers that are a “school of dance”.   

 

2 A group must apply to the RSOBHD, or a recognised Affiliated Body, if it wishes to 

run a competition under RSOBHD rules.  The successful Organiser will be provided 

with a registration number and stamp, to be used as described below.  If an 

Organiser holds more than one competition, held at separate venues, then separate 

competition registrations are required.  The Registration Number should be listed on 

the Competition Entry Form, and the Competition Organiser Registration Card should 

be displayed at the competition. 

 

3 When applying for, or renewing registration, it is important to state the actual date 

of the competition, and not for example, the third Sunday in May.  Renewals must be 

sought before the event and entry forms should not be made available until the 

renewal has been approved. 

 

4 Meetings for Organisers are held by the Board and recognised Affiliated Bodies 

each year, to provide an opportunity to discuss decisions that have been made during 

the previous year affecting competitions, and provide a platform to raise problems 

encountered and share concerns. An organiser must attend one meeting every 2 

years. 

 

 Before embarking on holding a Highland Dancing competition, it is necessary to 

consider the many aspects of what is required in terms of personnel, facilities and 

finance. 

 

Personnel 

 

1 Whilst not mandatory, it would be an obvious advantage for the group to include a 

qualified teacher and or judge within its ranks to ensure that all technical 

requirements are understood and provided for. 

 

2 An organising group must have sufficient numbers to carry out the various tasks 

required.  If not members of the group, then others should be drafted in.  It is 

better to have additional assistance, than be short, and it is important that jobs are 

allocated prior to the event, and not seeking volunteers on the day of the contest.   
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3 Official in Charge 

 

 There must be a delegated lead official on the day who is responsible for the event 

as a whole, and to whom queries may be addressed in the first instance.  Again, this 

official need not be a qualified teacher or adjudicator, but certainly must have 

access to and be prepared to consider technical advice out-with the scope of their 

own expertise. 

 

4 Judges 

  

 4.1 In terms of the number of judges at an event, it is difficult to suggest how 

many should be engaged, but for small competitions it would seem appropriate to 

have at least one judge per fifty contestants.  For Championships and Scottish 

National Dance Premierships, there is a minimum requirement of three judges, 

but obviously numbers anticipated will dictate additional judging stations.  The 

whole idea is to make the contest enjoyable, not too fatiguing for the 

competitor, judge and piper, and for the duration of the event to be reasonable.   

 

 4.2 On being granted permission to run a competition, the Organiser is provided 

with a current list of RSOBHD registered adjudicators.  Only judges from this 

list may be employed by the organiser.  The list is updated and published on a 

monthly basis in the Competition Organisers’ section of the RSOBHD website.  

It is important that Organisers work from the most recent Judges’ Panel list. 

 

 4.3 Organisers must provide judges with judging sheets on which to record dance 

marks.  In the case of Championships and Scottish National Dance Premierships, 

marks must be recorded in duplicate, the judge retaining one copy.  The method 

of how to obtain duplicate copies is determined by the Organiser and may take 

the form of carbon paper or NCR paper.  The RSOBHD does not specify the 

layout of judges sheets, but a sample of a commonly used form is attached as 

shown in appendix 1. The judges’ sheets must, at a minimum, include columns for 

Competitor Number, Comments and Mark.  There must also be space for 

Section, Dance and Judges signature. 

 

 4.4 The organiser is responsible for the smooth running of a competition and judges 

should not normally be consulted on organisational matters. 

 

5 Pipers 

 

 5.1 As with judges it is difficult to recommend how many pipers are required for a 

competition.  Piping is a physical activity and for an all day event with perhaps 

two or three stations it would seem reasonable to employ two pipers.  Smaller 

events, with less dances offered and so on may require only one musician. 
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 5.2 On request the RSOBHD will provide a list of pipers who have indicated 

willingness to play for competitions and agreed to be listed on the RSOBHD 

Pipers list.  There is no necessity to employ only people on the list.  Organisers 

are free to engage pipers of their choice, although it is advisable to ensure that 

the musicians have knowledge of the one or two special melodies required, 

especially the recommended tempos, and are physically fit. The RSOBHD 

recommended tempos are listed on https://www.sobhd.net/downloads/useful-

information/. 

 

6 Stewards or Marshals 

 

 6.1 At least one steward or marshal must be allocated to each dancing station to 

ensure contestants enter and leave the platform or station in an orderly manner. 

 

 6.2 The Organiser must ensure that Stewards are aware of the various protocols 

needed for marshalling and in particular: 

 

  (i) Prior to an age group being presented to a judge, the judge should be 

advised of the age group and the numbers in that age group 

 

  (ii) Contestants should line up on the platform or station with the lowest 

number on the judge’s left. 

 

  (iii) Work ahead to avoid leaving one competitor to dance on his/her own. 

 

  (iv) In conjunction with the judge, ensure that there is sufficient room for 

competitors to dance around swords. 

 

   When lining up competitors on the platform always commence with sword 1. 

   Do not leave a gap; if there are only two contestants, they will dance 

swords 1 and 2, and not 1 and 3. 

   Do not remove surplus swords towards the end of an age group. 

   Flat swords are recommended for Primary Class. 

 

  (v) Plan ahead for reels to ensure that there are sufficient dancers to 

complete sets, or bring back fill-ins to make up numbers. 

 

   Best practice: 

    If left with nine dancers, then three contestants plus one fill-in in each 

of the last three sets of the age group 
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    If left with five dancers, then three contestants plus one fill-in and two 

dancers with two fill-ins in the last two sets of the age group 

 

   In terms of the well-being of dancers and to reduce physical stress, it is 

recommended that fill-ins are given one set to recover before being 

required to fill in. 

 

  (vi) Where there are several age groups competing simultaneously in a 

Championship or Scottish National Dance Premiership and where a station 

has another group to dance, it is recommended to leave a one set gap at the 

end of the first Championship / Scottish National Dance Premiership to 

allow judges to tally up final marks to avoid placing them under undue 

pressure. 

 

  (vii) In certain cases where the competition is indoors, there may be several 

groups dancing simultaneously.  Where this does occur ensure that at no 

time do Primary competitors face another age group.  

 

  (viii) Where possible, it is recommended not to have a wide range of dancer age 

groups dancing at one time e.g. 8 years dancing at the same time as the 

Adults.  Younger dancers do not have the same physical strength as adults 

and the RSOBHD tempo ranges reflect this. 

 

7 Scrutineers 

 

 7.1 At the offset and at the beginning of the competition organisers must ask all 

scrutineers to read and sign the RSOBHD Scrutineering policy.  This should be 

retained by the Organiser with their competition paperwork and may be called in 

by the RSOBHD.  

 

Scrutineers should be advised of the full and comprehensive list of every 

eventual result expected of them.  Instructions should be given to them as to 

the number of prizes to be awarded.  The RSOBHD does not rule on the number 

of prizes to be allocated in non-Championship/Scottish National Dance 

Premiership events.  This is left to the discretion of the Organiser. 

 

 7.2 Judges will allocate marks to all dancers in each group presented to them, unless 

disqualified.  It is the role of the scrutineers to peruse these marks and rank 

the order of the contestants with the highest mark being ranked 1st. 

 

 7.3 Results and presentation documents may be handwritten or produced using a 

printer by the scrutineers.  The RSOBHD does not specify exactly the layout of 
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scrutineering sheets, but a sample of a commonly used form is shown in appendix 

2. 

 

 7.4 It is easy to be distracted whilst scrutineering; people walking past, talking, 

asking questions, and towards the end of the contest, by the Organiser waiting 

for results.  Depending on the circumstances, the scrutineers’ eyes will be drawn 

to the dancing platform.  It’s easy to make mistakes under such circumstances.  

It is good practice where possible, even at competition level, to have a separate 

and quiet place away from the dancing events for the scrutineers. 

 

 7.5 For a small competition two scrutineers may be adequate.  It is important that 

these results are double checked prior to announcing results.  Larger 

competitions, Championships and Scottish National Dance Premierships will 

certainly require more scrutineers. Where there are six or more Championships 

and/or Scottish National Dance Premierships there must be at least four 

scrutineers. It is helpful if they are paired to assist checking results. 

 

 7.6 Scrutineering documents and/or electronic data in respect of ordinary 

competitions, along with the relevant entry lists etc. should be retained by the 

Organiser for a reasonable period of time to ensure that data is still available 

should subsequent queries be made regarding results.  For Championships and 

Scottish National Dance Premierships, there is a mandatory period of one year. 

 

 7.7 It is becoming more popular for competitions, Championships and Scottish 

National Dance Premierships to use computers to determine winners.  These 

have many inherent advantages but it is important to ensure that the software 

used is both accurate, reliable and can handle all situations with which it may be 

presented to ensure that accurate results are reflected.  In the case of 

technical issues it is still necessary that the computer scrutineers are familiar 

with the manual system. 

 

Organisers must ensure that any software packages used for scrutineering are 

approved by the RSOBHD. 

 

8 Secretary 

 

 8.1 It is important that the group has a nominal secretary, someone to be 

responsible for the vast amount of preparation that is involved in running a 

successful competition. 

 

 8.2 Prepare an entry form well in advance of the competition.  This should contain 

information relating to: 
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   age groupings 

   dances in each class, with number of steps, slow and quick 

   entry fees 

   closing date for entries 

   conditions of entry 

   Competition Registration Number 

   address for entries 

   details of how overall trophies, if any, are decided   

   If there are local or confined classes, these must be clearly delineated. 

 

 8.3 In terms of entry forms it has been agreed by the Board that entry forms may 

list age groupings by specifying age groups or alternatively by stating that age 

groups will be decided according to entries received.  Regardless of which 

method is used, Organisers still reserve the right to alter specified age groups 

to suit entries received.  The RSOBHD recommends that this is noted on the 

entry form. It is important that age groups, if different from the entry form, 

are announced prior to commencing the contest. 

 

Championship and Scottish National Dance Premiership entry forms must 

specify the age groups as approved by the Board when the event was renewed.  

Any changes to the age groups approved must be approved by the Board. 

 

 8.4 There is no RSOBHD recommended entry form but a version of a commonly used 

form is shown in the appendix 7.  The entry form must request the dancer’s 

RSOBHD registration number. 

 

 8.5 It is important to book judges and pipers well in advance of the contest and it is 

good practice to confirm bookings in writing.  The RSOBHD sets the minimum 

fee for Judges in the UK and also the mileage fee when travelling by car on an 

annual basis. Affiliated bodies set their own fee. Some organisers may wish to 

pay a flat fee (rather than the RSOBHD hourly rate) – this should be agreed 

with the judges beforehand. 

   

The RSOBHD does not set a fee for pipers but recommend that this is at least 

the same as the Judges’ fee.  Again, this should be agreed with the piper 

beforehand. 

 

 8.6 The secretary or any other nominated member will be responsible for accepting 

and processing entries.  This may be achieved manually or by using a computer.  

There is no one agreed method of processing entries, although most Organisers 

handle these as they come in, starting with the highest anticipated number and 

allocating competitor numbers thereafter in descending order, so that early 
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entries have a high number and later entries a lower number. 

 

 8.7 The RSOBHD does not insist that contestants dance in any order except that 

the lowest number in each set should be on the judge’s left.  However, the code 

of practice in general use is that ‘last to enter is first to dance’ and by 

allocating numbers in the fashion described above, the procedure is simplified 

and easily understood.  Many Organisers continue to accept entries on the day 

of the competition.   

 8.8 Where age groups are according to entry the Organiser should attempt to 

balance age groupings to ensure sufficient entries per age group to provide good 

competition whilst bearing in mind age range.   

 

 8.9 The secretary will normally be responsible for ensuring all the necessary 

paperwork for the contest is prepared beforehand.  The more work that is done 

prior to the contest frees up time to handle general queries and deal with any 

issues arising on the day. 

 

 8.10 Age groupings should be listed specifically in terms of the ages intended or 

allowable.  For example ‘9 years and under’ means the group is open to all 

dancers who are 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 or 9 years old.  The practice of listing say the next 

grouping as ’11 years and under’ is now discontinued and should be advertised 

as ’10 years and under 12 years’. Dancers must be at least 7 years of age to 

compete in a Championship and/or Scottish National Dance Premiership and the 

youngest age group should be advertised as 7 & under (higher age). 

 

 8.11 The secretary or another nominated member will be responsible for checking 

the validity of Competitor Registration Cards at the beginning of a contest.  

Cards must also be presented when awards are made, and cards stamped where 

appropriate.  Dancers who have forgotten their registration cards can compete 

as long as the Organiser follows-up as per the RSOBHD Constitution & Rules. In 

exceptional circumstances only, the RSOBHD will accept a photocopy (or copy on 

a mobile device) of Primary and Premier cards.  This is in exceptional 

circumstances and MUST NOT become normal practise.  Organisers should 

advise the RSOBHD or Affiliated Body if they are aware of this being abused. 

 

Dancers who are currently not registered, i.e. they have not applied for their 

next card or their card has not been returned by the RSOBHD or Affiliated 

Body, are not eligible to compete.  Organisers are reminded to be vigilant when 

checking cards prior to the event. 

 

  Registration cards for Primary are green, Beginner cards are blue, Novice cards 

are yellow, Intermediate are pink and Premier cards are white.  Great care 

should be taken when processing these cards.   
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  Primary and Premier Cards merely need checked to ascertain that they are valid 

prior to competing.  

 

  Beginner, Novice and Intermediate cards require further processing when the 

dancer receives a first, second or third award. 

 

  Beginners receive a stamp when they receive a first, second or third prize in any 

of the highland dances including a Trophy or Special Fling. 

  Novice and Intermediate dancers receives a stamp when they receive a first, 

second or third prize in any dance. 

 

  The card is only stamped and dated once by the organiser at this specific 

competition, using the RSOBHD stamp provided, regardless of how many eligible 

firsts, seconds and thirds are obtained. 

 

  If it is the contestant’s first stamp then the date at which the first stamp is 

obtained is written in the box at the left hand side of the card. 

 

  Boxes should be stamped in order, left to right top row, and then left to right 

bottom row.  All boxes must be dated.  It may be that all the boxes are already 

stamped and the dancer is competing under the twelve-month rule.  In this case 

no further processing is required. 

 

Dancers may request a temporary registration card when moving to the next 

category and there is insufficient time to receive their new card prior to their 

next event.  Temporary registration cards are issued by the Organiser of the 

event at the dancer’s last competition in the lower category and not by the 

Organiser of the event of their first competition in the new category.  

 

Temporary registration cards are only valid for 14 days from the date of issue. 

The Organiser should enquire as to when the dancer is next competing prior to 

issuing the card.  The Organiser returns their section of the card to the 

RSOBHD or appropriate registration unit as soon as possible after the event.  

The dancer should use their section of the form along with their old 

registration card at any events prior to submitting their new registration.  The 

dancer’s section of the temporary registration card MUST be returned to the 

registration unit when submitting their new registration.  A copy of the 

temporary registration card is shown in appendix 8. 

 

  The secretary or nominated member must be fully conversant with the rules 

governing the RSOBHD Registration Scheme. 
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9 Treasurer 

 

 9.1 It is good practice to have a nominated member to act as treasurer for the 

group. 

 

 9.2 It is important that the Organisation knows in advance how the competition will 

fare financially.  Budgets should be set and the contest should not be run on a 

day-to-day basis.   

 

 9.3 Floats for admission, for canteen etc. should all be prepared beforehand. 

 

 9.4 Monies to pay fees and other expenses should be available on the day.  It is 

good practice to obtain receipts for all monies paid out. 

 

 9.5 One of the functions of the Treasurer may be to record trophy winners.  Many 

annual trophies are valuable and obviously expensive to replace.  It is essential 

that arrangements are made to have parents or guardians sign for receipt of 

these on the day of the event, and that letters for their return are sent out in 

good time.  Do not assume that recipients of trophies from a previous year will 

automatically return the perpetual trophy on the day of the ensuing contest. 

 

Types of Competition recognised by the RSOBHD 

 

Championships 

 

 1 An Organiser may apply to hold a championship after successfully running non-

championship contests for a period of three years.  There is no automatic 

granting of a permit and all applications including choice of title are subject to 

approval by the RSOBHD at it’s September or November meetings. 

 

  Renewals are not automatic and must be applied for on an annual basis, also in 

September or November for the following year. 

 

 2 Championships fall into two categories: ‘Open’ and ‘Closed’, the latter sometimes 

historically called ‘Confined’. 

 

 3 An Open Championship contains no restrictions other than age. 

 

 4 A Closed Championship is one in which contestants may be restricted in 

participation depending upon their permanent residence and/or place of birth. 

  The areas covered may be regional or national.  
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 5 Two or more Open Championships may be held on the same day providing the 

venues are at least 750 miles apart. 

 

 6 Two or more Confined Championships may be held on the same day regardless of 

distance, provided their geographic areas do not overlap. 

 

 7 A Confined Championship may be held on the same day as an Open Championship 

at the same venue or on the same day at a different venue providing they are 

750 miles apart.  

 

 8 A Championship cannot be held on the same day as a Scottish National Dance 

Premiership unless they are at least 750 miles apart, or they are organised by 

the same organising body in the same venue. 

 

 9 Only RSOBHD registered Premier standard dancers aged 7 years and over may 

compete in Championships. 

 

 10 A Championship must include all four Highland Dances chosen each year by the 

RSOBHD.  The steps listed by the RSOBHD must be danced. 

 

 11 All Championships must have a minimum of six contestants taking part on the 

day for the Championship to go ahead.  Specifically, there must be at least six 

competitors in the first dance.  If through illness or injury contestants 

withdraw once the event has commenced, such that the number of contestants 

falls below six, the Championship is still valid. 

 

  In the event of there being insufficient entries in a stated age group, prior to 

or on the day, the event organiser has the option to amalgamate age groups in 

accordance with RSOBHD rules to meet the minimum number requirements. 

Where possible, approval should be requested from the Board prior to the 

event.  In all circumstances, full details must be provided to the Board when 

submitting the Championship reports. 

 

 12  Age groupings for Championships must be listed specifically in terms of the ages 

allowable. 

 

  The practice of listing an age group as ‘9 years and under’ is now discontinued, 

and should be advertised as ‘7 years and under 10 years or 8 years and 

under 10 years’, etc.   

 

  The oldest group in a Championship may continue to be advertised as ’16 years 

and over’ and so on. 
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 13 The method of determining the first six places in a Championship must be 

strictly adhered to and is listed together with examples in appendices 1, 3, 4, 5. 

 

 14 In addition to announcing the individual dance results and the overall six placings 

in the Championship, the Organiser is required to display the top six placings 

(not marks) from each judge in each individual dance. 

 

 15 The winner of a championship will be presented with a certificate from the 

RSOBHD.  It is important that organisers send in results promptly (preferably 

within seven days) to the Board to facilitate this process. 

 

Scottish National Dance Premierships 

 

 1 An Organiser may apply to hold a Scottish National Dance Premiership after 

successfully running a Championship for a period of three years.  There is no 

automatic granting of a permit and all applications including choice of title are 

subject to approval by the RSOBHD at it’s September or November meetings. 

 

  Renewals are not automatic and must be applied for on an annual basis, also in 

September or November for the following year. 

 

 2 Scottish National Dance Premierships are “Open” events i.e. no Closed events. 

 

 3 Two or more Scottish National Dance Premierships may be held on the same day 

providing the venues are at least 750 miles apart. 

 

 4 A Scottish National Dance Premiership cannot be held on the same day as a 

Championship unless the venues are at least 750 miles apart, or they are 

organised by the same organising body in the same venue. 

 

 5 Only RSOBHD registered Premier standard dancers aged 7 years and over may 

compete in Scottish National Dance Premierships. 

 

 6 A Scottish National Dance Premiership must include all four dances chosen each 

year by the RSOBHD.  The steps listed by the RSOBHD must be danced. 

 

 7 All Scottish National Dance Premierships must have a minimum of six 

contestants taking part on the day for the Scottish National Dance Premiership 

to go ahead.  Specifically, there must be at least six competitors in the first 

dance.  If through illness or injury contestants withdraw once the event has 

commenced, such that the number of contestants falls below six, the Scottish 

National Dance Premiership is still valid. 
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  In the event of there being insufficient entries in a stated age group, prior to 

or on the day, the event organiser has the option to amalgamate age groups in 

accordance with RSOBHD rules to meet the minimum number requirements.  

Where possible, approval should be requested from the Board prior to the 

event.  In all circumstances, full details must be provided to the Board when 

submitting the Scottish National Dance Premiership reports. 
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 8  Age groupings for Scottish National Dance Premierships must be listed 

specifically in terms of the ages allowable. 

 

  The practice of listing an age group as ‘9 years and under’ is now discontinued, 

and should be advertised as ‘7 years and under 10 years or 8 years and 

under 10 years’, etc.   

 

  The oldest group in a Scottish National Dance Premierships may continue to be 

advertised as ’16 years and over’ and so on. 

 

 9 The method of determining the first six places in a Scottish National Dance 

Premiership must be strictly adhered to and is listed together with examples in 

appendices 1, 3, 4, 5. 

 

 10 In addition to announcing the individual dance results and the overall six placings 

in the Scottish National Dance Premiership, the Organiser is required to display 

the top six placings (not marks) from each judge in each individual dance. 

 

 11 The winner of a Scottish National Dance Premiership will be presented with a 

certificate from the RSOBHD.  It is important that organisers send in results 

promptly (preferably within seven days) to the Board to facilitate this process. 

 

Non-Championship Competitions 

 

1 Premier Competitions 

 

  Restricted to dancers who are registered by the RSOBHD as Premier standard 

as outlined in the RSOBHD dancer registration scheme. 

 

 1.1 Contestants are limited to a maximum of eight solo dances on any one day. 

 

 1.2 Dances should be chosen from: 

 

  Highland Fling, Sword Dance, Seann Triubhas, Reel, Flora MacDonald’s Fancy, 

Scottish Lilt, Wilt Thou Go To The Barracks Johnnie, Highland Laddie, Blue 

Bonnets, Village Maid, Earl Of Errol, Scotch Measure, Irish Jig and Sailor’s 

Hornpipe.     

 

 1.3 It is permissible to include additional non-solo dances at such events in addition 

to the 8 solo dances allowed. 

 

  Dances in this category are Highland Reel teams, Broadswords and Cake-walk. 
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2 National Competitions 

 

 2.1 Restricted to dancers who are registered by the RSOBHD as Premier standard 

as outlined in the RSOBHD dancer registration scheme. 

 

 2.2 Contestants are limited to a maximum of eight solo dances on any one day. 

 

 2.3 Dances which can be offered at such events are six from the following list plus 

the Sailors’ Hornpipe and Irish Jig: 

  Flora MacDonald’s Fancy, Scottish Lilt, Wilt Thou Go To The Barracks Johnnie, 

Highland Laddie, Blue Bonnets, Village Maid, Earl of Errol, Scotch Measure. 

 

3 Pre-Premier Competitions 

 

 3.1 Restricted to dancers who are registered by the RSOBHD as Primary, Beginner, 

Novice or Intermediate standards as outlined in the RSOBHD dancer 

registration scheme. 

 

 3.2 Registration Cards should be checked prior to competing to confirm validity.  

(This rule applies to Premier standard dancers also). 

 

 3.3 In the case of Beginner, Novice and Intermediate dancers the Registration card 

should again be presented to the organiser when a prize is being awarded. The 

card will be stamped when necessary.  Any competitor unable to show the card 

at this time will forfeit prizes won until the card is produced for stamping.  In 

the event of subsequent failure to produce the card, the organiser should 

forward competitor’s name and Registration Number to the RSOBHD, who may 

advise all organisers to decline entries from the competitor until the matter has 

been resolved satisfactorily. 

 

 3.4 Primary dancers must be 4 years old to compete and no older than 6 years.  

They are limited to four events maximum: 

 

  Pas de Basques, Pas de Basques and High Cuts, Highland Fling, Sword Dance 

 

  Dancers in this category may elect to compete in a more advanced grade at any 

time prior to their 7th birthday, but thereafter they must either continue in 

this higher category or advance in accordance with rules of the RSOBHD Pre-

Premier Registration Scheme. 

  Primary dancers should only be presented with medals as prizes.  They must not 

be awarded plaques, statuettes etc. regardless of the awards given to other 

classifications, nor may they be awarded ‘overall trophies’.   
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  Prizes won in Primary are not recorded. 

 

 3.5 The Beginner class is a follow-on from Primary.  Most dancers will commence 

Beginners on reaching 7 years, but some dancers may elect to compete in this 

category prior to this.  The RSOBHD sets no upper age limit for a Beginner; the 

Organiser is free to set age group limits. If an Organiser advertises “Age 

Groups according to entry” he/she cannot subsequently refuse an entry due to 

someone’s age. 

 

  The Beginner status is held until the dancer: 

 

  (a) gains a First, Second or Third prize in the Highland Fling, Sword Dance, 

Seann Triubhas, Reel, or Special or Trophy Fling at six separate Beginner 

competitions  

  OR 

  (b) twelve months elapse since the date of the first Beginner stamp 

 

  whichever (a) or (b) is later 

 

  Note:  The twelve months is not taken from the date at which the card was 

issued. 

 

  At this stage the dancer will automatically progress to the Novice class.  

Beginner dancers, however, may elect to compete in a more advanced category 

at any time prior to this. 

 

  Beginner competitions are limited to a maximum of seven dances in any one day 

from the following: 

 

  Highland Fling, Sword Dance, Seann Triubhas, Reel, Flora MacDonald’s Fancy, 

Scottish Lilt, Special Fling or Trophy Fling. 

 

 3.6 The Novice class is the natural follow-on from Beginner.  The Novice status is 

held until the dancer: 

 

  (a) gains a First, Second or Third prize in six separate Novice competitions  

  OR 

  (b) twelve months elapse since the date of the first Novice Stamp 

 

  whichever (a) or (b) is later. 

 

  Note:  The twelve months is not taken from the date at which the card was 

issued. 
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  Novice competitors are limited to a maximum of seven dances in any one day 

from the following: 

 

  Highland Fling, Sword Dance, Seann Triubhas, Reel, Flora MacDonald’s Fancy, 

Scottish Lilt, Special Fling or Trophy Fling. 

 

  The RSOBHD sets no upper age limit for Novice; the Organiser is free to set 

age group limits.  If an Organiser advertises “Age Groups according to entry” 

he/she cannot subsequently refuse an entry due to someone’s age. 

 

 3.7 The Intermediate class is the most advanced of the Pre-premier categories.    

The Intermediate Status is held until the dancer: 

 

  (a) gains a First, Second or Third prize in six separate Intermediate 

competitions  

  OR 

  (b) twelve months elapse since the date of the first Intermediate Stamp 

 

  whichever (a) or (b) is later. 

 

  Note:  The twelve months is not taken from the date at which the card was 

issued. 

 

  Dancers may elect to compete in Premier at any time prior to the completion of 

their year in the Intermediate class. 

   

  Intermediate competitors are limited to a maximum of eight dances in any one 

day from the following: 

 

  Highland Fling, Sword Dance, Seann Triubhas, Reel, Flora MacDonald’s Fancy, 

Scottish Lilt, Wilt Thou Go To The Barracks Johnnie, Highland Laddie, Irish Jig, 

Sailor’s Hornpipe 
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4 Pre-Championship Competitions 

 

 4.1 This is a competition organised in a similar manner to a Championship, and can 

only take place at the same venue and in conjunction with a RSOBHD 

Championship. 

 

 4.2 Restricted to dancers who are registered by the RSOBHD as Premier standard 

as outlined in the RSOBHD dancer registration scheme and who have never won 

a Championship or Pre-Championship. 

 

 4.3 A Pre-Championship includes all four Highland dances but with no set steps.  

Each dance is judged by one judge. 

 

 4.4 Pre-Championships do not carry a title. 

 

 4.5 A Pre-Championship must have a minimum of six contestants taking part on the 

day for it to go ahead.  Specifically, there must be at least six competitors in 

the first dance.  If through illness or injury contestants withdraw once the 

event has commenced, such that the number of contestants falls below six, the 

Pre-Championship competition is still valid. 

 

  In the event of there being insufficient entries in a stated age group, prior to 

or on the day, the event organiser should amalgamate age groups to meet the 

minimum number requirements. 

 

5 Choreography Competitions 

 

 5.1 Dancers in this category will be RSOBHD registered. 

 

 5.2 There are three (3) categories: Solo, Duets and Groups. 

 

Dancers may compete in any of these categories: 

 

(i) in addition to the 8 solo dances allowed for Premier dancers 

(ii) in addition to the dances allowed for Pre-premier dancers 

 

 5.3 A group consists of a minimum of three dancers.  The maximum number is set by 

the organiser. 

 

 5.4 A choreography competition is open to registered dancers.  This means that 

both Pre-premier and Premier dancers can compete in choreography. 
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 5.5 The Organiser is allowed to set age groups and such restrictions.  In the event 

that Beginner, Novice or Intermediate dancers are part of a winning team, their 

Registration Card should not be stamped.   

 

 5.6 Contents of the dance should consist primarily but not exclusively from 

movements from Highland, National, Jig and Hornpipe.  Costumes must be in 

keeping with the music, although separate prizes should not be awarded for 

costume. 

 

 5.7 Music may be live or pre-recorded at the discretion of the organiser who may 

also list specific pre-requisite musical arrangements or themes and time allowed 

per entrant.  Music should be predominately Celtic or Scottish in style, although 

music with a nautical theme is presently being accepted. 

 

 5.8 A team may consist of: 

 

  (a) dancers exclusively from one dance school 

  (b) dancers from two or more dance schools 

   

  In the latter case a teacher/choreographer who is also a judge must abide by 

the three month teaching/judging rule. 

 

Overall Trophies 

 

1 Age Group Trophies 

 

 If it has been decided to award trophies to the overall best dancer in each age group 

then the procedure requires an additional operation.   

 

 In addition to determining the results of each dance, dance points (not judges marks) 

must be aggregated to ascertain the overall age group winner. 

 

 Dancers are awarded dance points for their results in each dance.  These are added 

up and the dancer with the most points is the overall age group winner. 

 

 Points awarded are as follows: 

 

  1st 137 points 

  2nd 91 points 

  3rd 71 points 

  4th 53 points 

  5th 37 points 

  6th 23 points 
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 If only three prizes are awarded in a dance, then points are allocated to the three 

prize winners. 

 

 At some larger contests 5 or 6 prizes or more may be awarded.  Points are never 

allocated beyond six prizes regardless of the number of dance awards made. 

 

 In the event of a tie between two or more competitors for a specific placing in a 

dance, these contestants will each receive the dance points for this placing, with 

lower placings awarded and dance points adjusted accordingly. 

 

 Example: 

  Two contestants with 74 dance marks each making them joint first, will each be 

awarded 137 dance points.  The next ranked competitor will be third and 

awarded 71 points and so on. 

 

 There are occasions when the Organiser may use heats to determine ultimate 

placings in competitions or championships.  This is mandatory if there are 75 or more 

contestants in an age grouping.  The system is a little more complex and is detailed 

with examples in appendix 5.  

 

 There is no requirement for a minimum number of dancers in an age group 

trophy.  

 

2 Overall Class Trophies 

 

 2.1 Organisers may wish to award a trophy or trophies across a range of age groups.  

In addition there are events incorporating Teacher’s Trophy, Local, Confined 

Trophy etc., again across a range of age groups. 

 

  This involves additional scrutineering.  In this particular instance, there is a 

requirement for a minimum number of dancers.  There must be six or more 

dancers actually competing in a dance in an age group, for these dance points 

(not marks) to be counted towards an overall class or other such trophy.  For 

example, 6 dancers may take part in all dances in an age group except the Reel 

where only five take part, in which case the Reel result does not count towards 

the overall class trophy.  (The Reel result does count towards the age group 

trophy). 

 

Primary dancer results must not be included for any overall trophies e.g. 

Teacher’s Trophy. 

 

 2.2 An age group with five or less competitors taking part does not qualify. 



 

23 

 

 

 2.3 Where it has been decided to determine the winner of an overall trophy on the 

basis of a ‘dance-off’ then all eligible competitors may take part regardless of 

the number in the individual age groups.   

 

  However it is crucial that the criteria for this method of making an award 

is advertised well in advance, preferably on the entry form, including 

specific dance to be competed.   

  Dance-offs for Pre-Premier dancers must be per category e.g. Beginner 

dance-off, Novice dance-off, Intermediate dance-off.  Categories must 

not be combined. 

 

  Where Pre-Premier dancers are involved in a ‘dance-off’ the Registration 

Cards should not be stamped. 

 

  The 7-dance rule for Beginner and Novice dancers, and 8-dance rule for 

Intermediate and Premier dancers is also unaffected by this ‘extra’ dance. 

 

 2.4 It should be noted that the RSOBHD does not list any criteria for ‘Dancer of 

the Day’ or ‘Most Promising Dancer’ type awards.   

  If such awards are made to Pre-Premier dancers the Registration Cards 

should not be stamped. 

 

Facilities 

 

1 Venue 

 

 For many good reasons very often the facilities available for a dancing competition 

are not to the standard desired, but efforts must continue to be made to seek 

accommodation which offers the best conditions for contestants and is comfortable 

for spectators. 

 

 Organisers have a responsibility to ensure that the venue and personnel employed are 

suitable for the numbers taking part.  This may involve consideration of moving to a 

larger venue or closing entries early if the premises are such that the contest may 

either run on too long for comfort or risk breaking local health and safety guidelines. 

 

2 Floor/Platform (Indoors) 

 

 In indoor competitions it is becoming increasingly difficult to find wooden and/or 

sprung dancing floor, with a blemish free surface.  Most new leisure facilities are 

provided with composite floors incorporating a thin covering of carpet or wooden 

tiles which offer poor resilience to the dancer’s skeletal frame during dances.   
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 Finding a suitable hall is not easy.  Where wooden floors are provided they are often 

in dance studios which are too small for competition.  Alternatively, a large 

gymnasium may be obtained although often with less than adequate spectator 

accommodation. 

 

 One of the ways of overcoming these difficulties is to hire suitable temporary 

platforms or flooring, which is often the case at larger events, although this may be 

an expensive solution for a smaller organisation.  Many smaller events use traditional 

but small premises where the flooring is suitable and split the contest into morning 

and afternoon. 

 

 The recommendation always must be to seek a sprung wooden surface.   

 

 There must be adequate room around the dancing area so that the performance of 

competitors is not compromised by being too near spectators. 

 

3 Floor/Platform (Outdoors) 

 

 Platforms or staging for outdoor events should also be wooden in construction.  The 

minimum recommended dimensions are: 8 metres long by 6 metres wide per set or 

station, and at a height not less than 1 metre.  Platforms should be provided with 

steps. 

 

 In today’s world we are continually seeking improvements in facilities for outdoor 

events.  An increasingly modern solution is to arrange a protective canopy over the 

platform which is more than adequate for showers or have indoor facilities on 

standby. 

 

4 Changing Accommodation 

 

 Suitable changing accommodation and toilets must be provided for all competitors. 

 

 Contestants should be strongly advised to make use of these facilities and be 

reminded, if necessary, of the RSOBHD Code of Ethics where they should be 

dressed appropriately and modestly at all times. 

 

5 Dining/Eating Facilities 

 

 Organisers should be mindful of the long journeys made by participants and officials 

and sometimes the extended duration of the event and so make provision for the 

availability of food and refreshments. 
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6 Spectator Accommodation 

 

 An important aspect of preparation is accommodation, to ensure that there is 

adequate room not just for the dancing competition itself but also for the 

spectators.  There should be adequate provision for seating and where the view is 

not altogether compromised. 

 

 

7 Health & Safety 

 

 The group should have a basic risk assessment carried out on all premises used for 

Highland Dancing competitions.  All Officials should be aware of safety procedures 

to be carried out in case of an emergency such as an accident or fire. 

 

 It is strongly recommended that groups check that they are adequately covered in 

terms of Third Party Insurance liability through their own cover, that of the major 

event in which they are part, or that of the hired premises.   

 

Prizes 

 

There are no RSOBHD rules regarding what constitutes a prize.  This may be in the form 

of a medal, trophy, voucher or cash.  It is customary to indicate this on the entry form. 

 

In the Primary Class only medals may be awarded for prizes.  Trophies, plaques, 

certificates, even if awarded to other classes, are not allowed. 

 

Video Recording and Photography 

 

The RSOBHD recommends that there is no Photography or Video Recording at indoor 

events.  The RSOBHD has a “Position Statement” regarding Photography and Video 

Recording that can be displayed by Organisers.  It is recommended to read this at the 

start of the event and prior to the results.  If the event is a split day event, it should be 

read prior to every session starting and prior to each results section. 

 

An organiser cannot control Video Recording and / or Photography at outdoor events when 

these are open to the general public.  However, it should be noted that some local councils 

may restrict this. 
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Care and Child Protection 

 

There is a duty of care of everyone taking part in the organisation.  The range of 

competitions extends from major international events to very small contests at Gala Days, 

Shows etc.  It is important, regardless of the size of the competition, that the Organiser 

makes adequate preparation for a whole range of possible mishaps and incidents that may 

occur, not just for the well-being of participants and spectators, but to reduce possible 

liabilities to his/her organisation. 

 

The Highland Dancing Competition may be a ‘stand alone’ event or be part of a larger 

event such as a Highland Gathering.  Responsibility for the safety and comfort of those 

taking part or spectating at the Highland Dancing events in the first instance lies with 

the Highland Dancing Organiser.  All personnel should be aware of the risks policy and how 

to report and deal with hazards or incidents that may occur.  These can vary immensely 

from a child getting lost to cables or wires trailing across a floor. 

 

In addition, and regardless of the size of the organisation, it is recommended that it 

contains within its constitution a basic Child Protection Policy.  Whilst of paramount 

importance for the youngsters who participate in its various events, and providing that 

the provisions within it are implemented, it should provide a degree of protection for the 

organisation in the event of an incident. 

 

The following may be worthy of note: 

 

 Keep an incident book 

 Have or be aware of first aid provision 

 Make a risk assessment of the premises/area prior to the contest 

 Be aware of undue or unnatural attention to the competitors from strangers 

 Be aware of any excessive berating from parent/teacher 

 

The RSOBHD has a “Position Statement” regarding Child Protection available to 

Organisers.  Similar to the Position Statements regarding Photography, it is recommended 

that this is read to the audience at the start of the event as well as being displayed 

within the venue.  The Organiser should ensure they have a copy of the Child Protection 

Organisers checklist along with copies of Child Protection Incident Report forms with 

their competition paperwork. 
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Data Protection 

 

Competition Organisers should be aware of the Data Protection laws in their own country.  

In the UK and Europe, GDPR (General Data Protection Regulations) were implemented on 

25th May 2018.  This not only covers Competition Organisers within these areas but also 

Competition Organisers in other parts of the world who receive entries from dancers 

within the UK and Europe. 

 

The regulations primarily cover the storage and use of personal data and is exceptionally 

important as the majority of data held by Competition Organisers is for minors. 

 

Competition Organisers should be aware of the following: 

 Entry forms / dancers personal data should be stored securely and should only be 

kept for as long as necessary before destroying in a secure manner. 

 Organisers should consider how early they make their entry forms available / accept 

entries so they do not have dancers’ personal data for longer than necessary. 

 Organisers of Championships and Scottish National Dance Premierships should retain 

results data / sheets as per the RSOBHD Constitution & Rules. 

 Data received must only be used for the purpose it was intended e.g. you cannot send 

an entry form for a different competition to a competitor based on the data you 

have received unless the dancer / parent has specifically requested this. 

 Organisers should ensure they are using the current RSOBHD Judges Panel list and 

only use the information for the purpose it was intended for. 

 Organisers should ensure they are using the current Pipers list however they can use 

Pipers who are not included on the list. 

 

Whilst GDPR is in place to protect individuals’ personal data and how it is used, it should 

not be a barrier for maintaining historic records that relate directly to our tradition. 

 

 

Disability Access 

 

It is incumbent upon us all to strive to ensure that our events are accessible to those who 

have a disability e.g. Wheelchair access.  This should be borne in mind when hiring halls.  

Nearly all premises have such provision and include induction loops for the hard of 

hearing.  However the law also allows exemptions to certain venues, usually older buildings 

where it may be impossible or impractical to install lifts etc. 

 

Code of Ethics 

 

The RSOBHD has published a Code of Ethics for all persons involved in Highland Dancing 

Competition, be they contestants, officials or parents / family members.   

The Code is listed in appendix 6 
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Judge’s Mark Sheet                               Judge’s Mark Sheet  

 

Event .....................................    Event ....................................  

 

Class ………………………………    Age ………            Class ……………………………………  Age ……… 

 

Dance .................... ….. ...........            Dance...................... ….……………... 

 

Comp Remarks Mark Place  Comp Remarks Mark Place 

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

         

 

Judges’ Signature: …………………………………              Judges’ Signature: ……………………………… 
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Appendix 1
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SECTION   

Dance 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th Other - Judges placings etc 

 Fling              

Sword 
             

S Triubhas 
             

Reel 
             

 Flora              

 Lilt              

 Irish Jig              

 Hornpipe              

 

HIGHLAND WINNER - No                        Name                                                                                          Town or School       

NATIONAL WINNER - No                        Name                                                                                          Town or School         

 

Comp No 
             

Fling 
             

Sword 
             

 
S Triubhas 

             

Reel 
             

TOTAL              

 Flora              

 Lilt              

 Irish Jig              

 Hornpipe              

TOTAL 
             

 

  Appendix 2
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Championship / Scottish National Dance Premiership Scrutineering Sheet 

 

Title …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

Venue ………………………………………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………………. 

 

Age Group ……………………………………………………  Dance ……………………………………………………….. 

 

 Dance Points based on Judges’ 

Placings Total 

Dance 

Points 

Dance 

Result 

Champ / 

SNDP 

Points Number 
Judge 

A 

Judge 

B 

Judge 

C 

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

 

  

Appendix 3
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SECTION 7 & UNDER 10 years & Championship  

Dance 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th Other - Judges placings etc 

Fling 
             

Sword 
             

S Triubhas 
             

Reel 
             

              

              

 

WINNER - No                         Name                                                                                          Town or School           

 

Comp No 
             

Fling 
             

Sword 
             

 
S Triubhas 

             

Reel 
             

              

              

TOTAL 
             

 

   
  2nd  - No                                     Name                                                                                        Town or School                                                           

  3rd  - No                                     Name                                                                                        Town or School                                                           

  4th  - No                                     Name                                                                                        Town or School                                                           

  5th  - No                                     Name                                                                                        Town or School                                                           

  6th  - No                                     Name                                                                                        Town or School                                                           

 Appendix 4 
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System to be used for determining Rank Order of competitors in a 

Championship / Scottish National Dance Premiership, or a competition 

requiring upon results from heats. 

 
a) When the ultimate placings in a competition are dependant on the results of heat 

finals then, for placings in those finals, points shall be awarded as follows: 

 

 1st place 137 points 

 2nd place 91 points 

 3rd place 71 points 

 4th place 53 points 

 5th place 37 points 

 6th place 23 points 

 

 In the event of a tie between two competitors for any specific placing, both 

competitors will receive the total points awarded for the relevant placing and the 

next lowest placing is omitted. 

 

b) When a heat embraces fewer than 75 competitors there will be no necessity for a 

final therein, provided the scrutineer is able to select 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th 

placings from the judges markings.  However, if the scrutineer is unable to do so, or 

if the heat embraces 75 or more competitors, the scrutineer shall select a short leet 

to dance in the final. 

 

c) If, when the ultimate placings for a competition are being received from the results 

of heat finals, it is found that two competitors have the same number of points for 

1st place then, if one competitor gained more first placings than the other, the 

competitor with the majority of such placings shall take first place in the 

competition proper and the other competitor will take 2nd place.  Should that 

procedure still result in a tie, the dance points awarded in the various heats will be 

taken into consideration and the competitor with the highest dance points total shall 

be winner.  Should there still be a tie when adding dance points then the placing will 

be awarded to the dancer with the greatest number of prizes in the individual 

events. 

 

d) Should the competition be carried out on different lines i.e without heat finals but 

with a short leet being selected from each heat to dance in a grand final embracing 

the dances concerned, then in the final for each dance points shall be awarded as laid 

down in paragraph (a) above.  In the event of a tie the same procedure shall be 

followed as outlined in paragraph (c) above with each dance final being regarded as a 

heat final. 

Appendix 5 
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e) The following Championship / Scottish National Dance Premiership scrutineering 

system is the only acceptable method of scrutineering approved by the RSOBHD.  All 

Championship organisers must follow these scrutineering procedures.  Where there 

are six or more championships that must be at least four scrutineers.  Where heats 

and finals are involved, only the final marks are taken into consideration. 

 

 Judges will mark competitors according to Section 5c Judges’ Marking.  The 

following system must be carried out for each individual Championship. 

 

Step 1 Scrutineers should transfer the top six individual placings from each judge to 

the scrutineering sheer showing the results of each individual dance.  (See example 1 

step 1 – Scrutineering Sheet) 

 

Step 2 The result of each individual dance must be carried forward to the aggregate 

sheet, the totals of which will determine the ‘Championship’ or ‘Scottish National 

Dance Premiership’ winner.  (See example 1 step 2 – Aggregate Sheet) 

 

Step 3 From the aggregate sheet, rank the top six competitors (1st through 6th) with 

the most aggregate points.  (See example 1 step 3 – Championship / Scottish National 

Dance Premiership Results) 

 

These results including the competitor’s name and address must be recorded on the 

Championship / Scottish National Dance Premiership Report Sheet (supplied by SOBHD 

office).  The Championship / Scottish National Dance Premiership Report Sheet must be 

signed by the Judges, completed by the Organiser and all original copies forwarded to the 

office within 10 days of the Championship / Scottish National Dance Premiership. 

 

If a tie resulted from Step 3 (above) for any of the overall top six Championship or 

Scottish National Dance Premiership placings, the following methods must be used to 

break the tie. 

 

Method 1  - Total the number of 1st placings out of a possible 4 from the aggregate sheet.  

(see example 2 method 1)  The competitor with the highest totals wins the tie, go back to 

Step 3 and record the result.  If they each have the same total, go to Method 2. 

 

Method 2 - Total the number of individual dance points from the scrutineering sheet.  

(see example 2 method 2).  The competitor with the highest number of dance points wins 

the tie, go back to Step 3 above and record the result.  If they each have the same total, 

go to Method 3.  
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Method 3 - Total the number of individual judges’ placings (1st through 6th) out of a 

possible 12 (see example 2 method 3).  The competitor with the highest number of 

individual judges’ placings wins the tie, go back to Step 3 and record the result.  However, 

if they each have the same total number then it is considered ‘tied’ and no other methods 

can be used to break the tie.  Go back to Step 3 above and record the tied result on the 

Championship / Scottish National Dance Premiership Report Sheet.  

 

EXAMPLE 1  

Step 1 – Scrutineering Sheet 

 

Highland Fling 

Comp  Judges’ Placings Dance Result Champ 

No A B C Points  Points 

134 137 91 71 299 2nd 91 

135 91 137 137 365 1st 137 

136 71 71 91 233 3rd 71 

137 53 53 53 159 4th 53 

138 37 37 23 97 5th 37 

139 23 23 37 83 6th 23 
 

Sword Dance 

Comp  Judges’ Placings Dance Result Champ 

No A B C Points  Points 

134 137 137 91 365 1st 137 

135 91 71 137 299 2nd 91 

136 53 71 37 181 3rd 71 

137 71 23 71 179 4th 53 

138 37 53 53 143 5th 37 

139 23 23 23 69 6th 23 
 

Seann Triubhas 

Comp  Judges’ Placings Dance Result Champ 

No A B C Points  Points 

134 137 137 137 411 1st 137 

135 91 91 53 235 2nd 91 

136 53 71 91 215 3rd 71 

137 71 37 71 179 4th 53 

138 23 23 37 83 6th 23 

139 37 53 23 113 5th 37 
 

 

 

Appendix 5 



 

36 

 

Strathspey & Reel 

Comp  Judges’ Placings Dance Result Champ 

No A B C Points  Points 

134 137 137 91 365 1st 137 

135 91 91 137 319 2nd 91 

136 53 37 23 113 5th 37 

137 23 53 53 129 4th 53 

138 37 23 37 97 6th 23 

139 71 71 71 213 3rd 71 
 

Step 2 - Aggregate Sheet 

 

Comp  Fling Sword Seann Strathspey  Total 

No   Triubhas & Reel  

134 91 137 137 137 502 

135 137 91 91 91 410 

136 71 71 71 37 250 

137 53 53 53 53 212 

138 37 37 23 23 120 

139 23 23 37 71 154 
 

Step 3 – Championship Result 

The result of the Championship is therefore: 

No 134 - 1st 

No 135 - 2nd 

No 136 - 3rd 

No 137 - 4th 

No 139 - 5th 

No 138 - 6th 

 

EXAMPLE 2   

Step 1 – Scrutineering Sheet 

 

Highland fling  

Comp  Judges’ Placings Dance Result Champ 

No A B C Points  Points 

134 137 137 137 411 1st 137 

135 91 91 91 273 2nd 91 

136 71 53 53 177 4th 53 

137 53 71 71 195 3rd 71 

138 37 37 23 97 5th 37 

139 23 23 37 83 6th 23 
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Sword Dance 

Comp  Judges’ Placings Dance Result Champ 

No A B C Points  Points 

134 91 91 91 273 2nd 91 

135 137 137 137 411 1st 137 

136 71 71 37 179 3rd 71 

137 37 37 53 127 5th 37 

138 53 23 23 113 6th 23 

139 23 53 71 147 4th 53 

      

Seann Triubhas 

Comp  Judges’ Placings Dance Result Champ 

No A B C Points  Points 

134 91 71 53 215 2nd equal 91 

135 71 53 91 215 2nd equal 91 

136 137 137 137 411 1st 137 

137 53 37 37 127 5th 37 

138 37 91 71 199 4th 53 

139 23 - - 23 6th equal 23 

140 - 23 - 23 6th equal 23 

141 - - 23 23 6th equal 23 
 

Strathspey & Reel 

Comp  Judges’ Placings Dance Result Champ 

No A B C Points  Points 

134 23 23 91 137 5th equal 37 

135 - - 137 137 5th equal 37 

136 137 137 71 345 1st 137 

137 91 91 53 235 2nd 91 

138 71 53 37 161 3rd  71 

139 53 71 23 147 4th  53 

140 - 37 - 37  - 

141 37 - - 37  - 
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Step 2 – Aggregate Sheet 

 

Comp  Fling Sword Seann Strathspey  Total 

No   Triubhas & Reel  

134 137 91 91 37 356 

135 91 137 91 37 356 

136 53 71 137 137 398 

137 71 37 37 91 236 

138 37 23 53 71 184 

139 23 53 23 53 152 

140 - - 23 - 23 

141 - - 23 - 23 
 

Step 3 – Championship Results with a tie 

The result of the Championship is therefore: 

 

No 136  - 1st 

No 134 - 2nd equal 

No 135 - 2nd equal  

No 137 - 4th 

No 138 - 5th 

No 139 - 6th 

 

Method 1 (determined from the Aggregate Sheet) 

 

Comp no  Number of placings 

134   1 

135   1 

 

Method 2 (determined from the Scrutineering Sheet – dance points)  

 

Comp No Fling Sword Seann Triubhas Reel Total 

134 411 273 215 137 1036 

135 273 411 215 137 1036 

 

Method 3 

Comp No Fling Sword Seann Triubhas Reel Total 

134 3 3 3 3 12 

135 3 3 3 1 10 
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Step 3   -   Final championship Results with the tie broken 

The result of the Championship is therefore: 

 

No 136 1st 

No 134 2nd 

No 135 3rd 

No 137 4th 

No 138 5th 

No 139  6th 

 

If a Scottish National Dance Premiership is being scrutineered, replace “Championship” 

with “Scottish National Dance Premiership”. 

 

Note: Should any points arise not covered in the Scrutineers Rules the matter shall be 

left for the judges to decide and their decision shall be final; but before arriving at a 

decision the judges may consult the Organiser if they deem it advisable to do so. 
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RSOBHD Code of Ethics 
 

In this Code ‘Participants’ means any organisation, body, association or individual with full 

or associate membership of the Board; any individual who is a member of an organisation, 

body, or association with full or associate membership of the Board; any individual who is 

registered with the Board; any person directly connected to a body or individual who is 

registered with the Board. 

 

This includes Judges, Teachers, Organisers, parents, Dancers & all parties connected with 

dancers. 
 

GENERAL BEHAVIOUR 
 

 Participants will display honesty, fairness and equality of opportunity in all 

relationships, this includes but is not limited to social network communication, e.g. 

Facebook 

 Participants will make themselves aware of the Social Media Guidance provided by 

RSOBHD. 

 Participants will not engage in behaviour which undermines the status and esteem 

of Highland Dancing. 

 Participants will recognise the authority of judges and other officials and treat 

them with courtesy and respect. 

 Participants will treat other participants with respect whether successful in 

competition or not. 

 Participants will not discriminate between other participants on the grounds of sex, 

ethnic background, religion or ability. 

 Participants will respect the competence of teachers and judges and should not 

engage in public criticism; nor will participants be exposed to adverse public 

criticism.  This includes but is not limited to verbal, textual or social networking 

communication. 

 Participants will not compromise the integrity of any competition result by seeking 

to influence any judge’s decision. 

 Participants will not actively persuade dancers to change teacher nor will 

participants seek to influence other participant’s choice of teacher. 

 Participants are responsible to maintain trophies and return them in the same 

conditions as received. 

 Participants will dress appropriately and modestly when in public at competitions. 
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CHILD PROTECTION / WELL-BEING OF DANCERS 
 

All participants will seek to ensure the health & well-being of the dancer at all times.  In 

particular, the RSOBHD recommends that the teacher will comply with the disclosure 

requirements as applicable in the country/countries in which they are teaching and will 

provide planned programmes of preparation and competition for dancers. Organisers will 

have a child protection policy, adhere to national child protection policy, provide a safe 

environment, and suitable programming of events to ensure sufficient recovery time for 

the dancers. 

 

TEACHERS/JUDGES 
 

Teachers/judges must be suitably qualified, and will have a responsibility to maintain their 

qualification and expertise.  Teachers/judges must behave in a professional manner at all 

times and will not compromise dancers by advocating an unfair advantage. 

 

Legislation 

Participants who do not adhere to the above will be subject to a penalty decided by the 

Board. 
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NAME OF ORGANISATION  

VENUE 
 

Commencing 9.30am for Primary, 10am Beginners and Novice; 

1pm for Intermediate & Premier  

RSOBHD Registration XY 

DATE OF EVENT 
 

  

1. Pas de Basques  9. Flora MacDonald – 4 steps 

2. Pas de Basques & High Cuts  10. Blue Bonnets – 4 steps 

3. Highland Fling – 4 steps  11. Earl of Errol – 4 steps 

4. Sword Dance – 2 & 1  12. Barracks Johnnie – 4 steps 

5. Seann Triubhas – 3 & 1  13. Highland Laddie – 4 steps 

6 Hullachan (half)  14. Village Maid – 4 steps 

7. Special Fling – 4 steps  15. Sailors Hornpipe – 4 steps 

8. Scottish Lilt – 4 steps    
 

 

Primary  start 9:30am 1, 2, 3, 4 

Beginners and Novice  start 10am 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 

Intermediate  start 1pm 3, 4, 5, 6, 12, 13, 8, 15 

Premier  start 1pm 3, 4, 5, 6, 10, 11, 14, 15 

Age groups according to entries received. 

Entry Fees - £2.00 per dance before DATE 

Late, email or telephone entries £2.50 per dance. No entry fees refunded. 

Cheques made payable to ORGANISATION NAME 

Please send S.A.E. for return of number.  
 

Entry with fees to:-   (Competition / Date) 

NAME AND ADDRESS Telephone – YYYYY YYYYYY  

Name ………………………………………………………………… Age …………… Date of Birth  ………………  

Address …………………………………………………………………  School  …………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………  Reg No  ……………………………………  

Section ………………………….. Dances ……………………………………………………… Fees …………………… 

I agree to be bound by the rules of the RSOBHD and competition,  

signed ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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ROYAL SCOTTISH OFFICIAL BOARD OF HIGHLAND DANCING 

 
U.K. TEMPORARY REGISTRATION CARD 

Valid for 14 days from date of issue 

 
 

This is to certify that: 

NAME………………………………………………………………………….. 

REGISTRATION NO…………………………………………………………. 
 

Has advanced from: (tick relevant category) To: 

Primary Beginners 

Beginners Novice 

Novice Intermediate 

Intermediate Premier 

 
 

Organiser’s Name (Print) 

Organiser’s Signature 

Organiser’s Competition Registration Number Date of Issue (dd/mm/yy) 
 

All wins gained while this card is valid must be stamped below  
 

 
In order to receive a new Registration Card 

from the RSOBHD Registration Unit, this 
Temporary Card MUST be returned along with 

the Original completed Registration Card and 
the appropriate Dancer registration Form. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tear here…………………………………………………………………………………………… 
To be retained by the Organiser for reference & forwarded to the RSOBHD Office within 14 days. 

 
This is to certify that: NAME………………………………………………………………………….. 

 
REGISTRATION NO…………………………………………………………. 

Has advanced from: To: 

Primary Beginners 

Beginners Novice 

Novice Intermediate 

Intermediate Premier 

 
 

Organiser’s Name (Print) 

Organiser’s signature 

Competition Number Date of Issue (dd/mm/yy) 
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